
Welcome!

• Those joining by Zoom, please type your name and organization (if 
applicable) into chat to help us with capturing attendance

• Thanks to our MCO partners for their sponsorship of regional meetings. 
Those in the room, please visit MCO table displays



Immunize Kansas Coalition

Protect all Kansans from 

vaccine-preventable diseases



Geovannie Gone, Executive Director

Welcome



Introductions



Immunize Kansas Coalition (IKC)

• Background: Immunize Kansas Kids (IKK)
• Started in 2005 as unique partnership among KDHE, Kansas 

Health Institute, and other stakeholder organizations

• Mission: Protect every Kansas child
from vaccine preventable diseases

• Now: Immunize Kansas Coalition (IKC)
• Transitioned from IKK to IKC, and the coalition was 

officially launched in 2015

• Received approval of our 501(c)(3) status in December 2018



Current Priorities

• Maintain current vaccine requirements and state law around all 
vaccination (including schools, childcare, colleges, and the workplace)

• Increase adolescent immunization rates for HPV and Meningococcal 
(MenACWY) 

• Increase influenza immunization for children and adults

• Maintain and increase childhood vaccination rates

• Strengthen vaccine confidence through education, awareness, and 
partnerships with trusted community sources

Emerging coalition priorities: adult vaccines, 
reassurance of vaccine safety and effectiveness



2023 IKC Board of Directors 

Board Members

• Kelly Sommers, Chair 

• Amanda Applegate, Chair Elect

• Carlie Houchen, Immediate Past Chair

• Jaime Gabel

• Cindy Olson

• Susan Wood

• Sarah Good

• Heather Braum
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Current Initiatives 

Vaccine Fears 
Overturned 

by Facts

•Is a booklet created in collaboration between 
Immunize Kansas Coalition and the creators of 
Back to the Vax, Heather Simpson, and Lydia 
Greene, to be a scientific rebuttal with personal 
stories to address common vaccine myths. 
Example  of misinformation topics addressed 
includes autism, mercury, aluminum, VAERS 
reports, "natural" immunity, the social media echo 
chamber, and more

Vaccine 
Equity:  

Bridging the 
Gap

•The purpose of this initiative is to vaccinate 
uninsured adult population that falls under the 
gap of the Vaccine for Adult program.  This is a 
collaborative effort between several partners that 
serve the migrant, immigrant, refugee, senior and 
asylee population. 

Honest 
Conversations 

Campaign

•IKC and partners will engage with the Latino and 
Hispanic community in SW Kansas, Sedgwick 
County (includes the city of Wichita), and/or the 
KC Metro to source 1-2 priority topics from the 
community about vaccination. Through 
conversations with key immunization partners 
working with this population in the area. Then IKC 
will move into creating a call to action that 
resonates with the community’s culture and 
needs in collaboration with partners. 



With these initiatives, IKC will improve overall health equity through 
closing immunization inequities by improving vaccine confidence 
(education and campaigns) leading to increased decisions to vaccinate, 
while creating strategic vaccination access points (mobile vaccine clinics) 
with no-cost vaccines to those who may otherwise not be able to afford 
them. Inequity in immunization compounds other health inequities.



Education Brochure

• What is the purpose of a 

vaccine for a Vaccine-

preventable disease?

• Why do we give vaccines ?

• Why are Vaccines 

recommended at the age 

they are? 

• Vaccine requirements in 

Kansas

• The ability to “Opt-Out”

• Protecting Kansas with 

Immunization Education 

Module (Spanish/English)

• Life without Vaccines



Connect with Us!

Connect with us! 

Resources and Connection 
Opportunities



immunizekansascoalition.org



IKC Facebook 
ImmunizeKSCoalition

IKC Twitter: @ImmKSCoalition
IKC LinkedIn: 
Linkedin.com/company/Immunize-Kansas-Coalition

+ Follow our 

page!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

IKC Instagram
ImmunizeKSCoalition



Join Us!!



Ways to Become Involved

Join IKC, or Attend an 
IKC Meeting as a 
Guest

• Anyone can join

• Quarterly meetings

• Sign up to receive 
IKC newsletter and 
information

1

Join the IKC 
Parent & 
Family Group

2

Share IKC 
Resources

3

Engage with IKC on 
social media

• Facebook

• Twitter

• LinkedIn

• Instagram

4





Kansas and Local Vaccination Data

• CDC VaxView
• Child

• Teen

• Adult

• KDHE Kindergarten Dashboard



IEP Partners

• Kanas Department of Health and Environment Kansas Program (KDHE KIP)

• Community Care Network of Kansas (CCNK)

• Kansas Hospital Association (KHA)

• Kansas Academy of Family Physicians (KAFP)

• Kanas Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics (KAAP)

• Kansas Association of Local Health Departments (KALHD)

• Kansas Pharmacist Association (KPhA)

• Mid America Immunization Coalition (MAIC)

• Center for Public Health Initiatives – Increase the Reach Grants

• PAVE (Pandemic Assistance & Vaccine Equity) grants



Kansas Immunization Program

•What’s Happening 
Wednesday – Weekly 
Newsletter

• Kansas 
Immunization 
Conference
• June 12-15



Immunization Enhancement Partners



Immunization Enhancement Partners

Videos

• Kansas Academy of Family Physicians (KAFP)

• Kanas Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics (KAAP)

• Kansas Association of Local Health Departments (KALHD)

• Kansas Pharmacist Association (KPhA)

• Mid America Immunization Coalition (MAIC)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MTAzVxK__Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MTAzVxK__Q


Immunization Enhancement Partners

Increase the Reach PAVE (Pandemic 
Assistance & Vaccine 
Equity) Grants

Contact Courtney Hayden, 

Courtney.Hayden@ks.gov



Immunization Neighborhood: 
Collaboration, Coordination, & 

Communication 
Amanda Applegate, PharmD, BCACP

Chair-Elect

Immunize Kansas Coalition

Director of Practice Development

Kansas Pharmacists Association



Immunization Neighborhood

• Coined by the American 
Pharmacists Association in 2012

• Defined as “collaboration, 
coordination, and 
communication among 
immunization stakeholders 
dedicated to meeting the 
immunization needs of the 
patient and protecting the 
community from vaccine-
preventable diseases”



Place of Early-Season Flu Vaccination for Adults
37.4

24.3

17.6

7.8
6.7

34.3

28.2

14.9

7.9

5.4

34.3

32.2

14.9

7.9

5.4

37.3

34.9

17.6

3.1 3.2

37.6 37.6

13.8

3.3

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Doctor's Office Pharmacy Workplace Other medical setting Hospital/ER

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 r

ec
ei

vi
n

g 
va

cc
in

at
io

n
 a

t 
th

is
 t

yp
e 

o
f 

p
la

ce

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021

National Immunization Survey-Flu (NIS-F)



Place of Flu Vaccination for Children 6mo-17yr

68

7

14

4 3 2

68

12 12

3 2 1

68

12 12

3 2 1

67

15

10

3 3
1

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Doctor's Office Pharmacy Clinic/Other Hospital School Health Department

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 r

ec
ei

vi
n

g 
va

cc
in

at
io

n
 a

t 
th

is
 t

yp
e 

o
f 

p
la

ce

2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023

National Immunization Survey-Flu (NIS-F)



Percent of Pneumococcal Vaccines for Adults 
in Pharmacy vs Medical settings 



Opportunities for Improvement

• Connection
• When was the last time your region connected?
• Breaking down silos
• Establishing trust – all working towards the same goal

• Communication
• Use of immunization registry 
• Other direct communication on vaccines administered?

• Collaboration
• Bidirectional referrals
• Warm handoffs



Opportunities for Improvement

• Messaging
• Consistent messaging among providers promotes vaccine confidence

• Innovation
• “That’s how we’ve always done it” isn’t going to cut it
• Failure might occur! 
• Get and break down feedback

• Location, location, location
• Access still an issue for many people
• Decrease barriers: The more convenient a vaccine is, the more 

willing people are to check it off their list



Immunization Neighborhood

Collaboration, 
coordination, and 

communication among 
immunization stakeholders 
dedicated to meeting the 

immunization needs of the 
patient and protecting the 
community from vaccine-

preventable diseases



Final Announcements
Q&A



National Infant Immunization Week (NIIIW)
April 24-30th





Questions?

www.immunizekansascoalition.org

Contact your Regional Community Health 

Specialist

Lucy Watie – Grant County

Patricia Nevarrez – Seward and Ford County

Yadira Soltero- Finney County

Marixendra Alvarez- Sedgwick County

Leonor Ramos – Wyandotte County

Executive Director

Geovannie Gone 

ggone@immunizekansascoalition.org

620-521-1832



Thank you for attending!

• Before leaving, make sure you visit IKC’s and MCO partners’ 
exhibit tables!
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